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softening effect on the people; the hazy atmosphere 
(certainly the sky of Japan is verv different from that 
of Italy) exercising a subduing influence. 

The gentleman who says of Japan, ., All the trees 
grow crooked," saw pine trees. These treE'S grow in 
the north a n d  in the south, in the gardens and in the 
forest everywhere, on the rocky precipices; and you can
not get rid of pines, and pines are with us the emblem 
of longevity; we speak of the pines living ten thou
sand years. There was a certain grove of pines in the 
southern part of Japan which was cut down for a rail
road, and a poetess said, .. If for the way " (that was 
the railway)-" if for the way thou fallest, I would not 
pray that thy years be ten thousand." The pines, the 
bamboos and the plum are three particular kinds of 
plants that we value so much for rhetorical figures. 
The bamboo is always green, green in a good sense, and 
though it is gentle and moves about as the wind will 
have it go, yet it will never succumb. 

The average possession of our farmers is about three 
acres. On these few acres they raise three or four crops 
successively in one year. You can illlagine how inten
sive our farming must be when I tell you that with a 
gross area of three or four times the size of Pennsylva
nia (one-twelfth only of the whole country being culti
vated) we grow enough to feed 45,000,000 and export 
some, too. 

Among our food staples are bamboo shoots (bamboo 
shoots are very nice, they taste like your asparagus), 
leeks, beans, carrots (cultivated), ;.)Urdock and lotus 
roots. The root of the lotus is quite good eating. We 
even use chrysanthemums for table purposes: we make 
fritters, and we fry the tender leaves and also make 
beautiful salad from the petals. 

The first flower of spring is a kind of plum, but a va
riety that you have not, which I think your botanists 
call Prunus ume. The tree is as large as your plum 
trees and blossoms while there is snow still lying on 
the ground and still falling. You very often see thl' 
trees covered with blossoms, and blossoms covered with 
snow. It is the first flower, and a very fragrant kind 
of flower. too. 

After that comes the cherry, which we cultivate not 
for fruit; we are not provident enough to do that. We 
enjoy the flowers only, lasting only about three days; 
but it is a great season of merry-making when the 
cherry blossoms reach their height. We have the 
weeping cherry and the ordinary kind; and poems 
without number are written on the cherries; very often 
you see the branches of the smaller trees hung with 
strips of paper bearing little poems, people go there 
and get an inspiration or two and write it down. 

Along the Sumida River, that flows through Tokio, 
one bank is planted for miles with cherries. We call 
cherries the national flower of Japan. We speak of 
cherries as representing best the spirit. the genius of 
the people. The wistaria was introduced to this coun
try from Japan by DI·. Wistar: hence the name; only 
the clusters with us are about three feet long. 

The lotus, another typical flower, is the sacred flower 
of the Buddhists, and a lovely one, too; they grow in 
the mud, and on that account it is taken as the type of 
a man or woman who, amid adverse circumstances, 
nevertheless keep up their virtue. 

Some of our chrysanthemums have 250 flowers on one 
plant--the flowers, of course, of different sizes and 
colors. 

The sedate and somber views of autumn are the kind 
of scenery the people really love. The cherry season 
lasts for three days, during which we enjoy merry
making; but it is in the autumn, when the colors of 
the trel's change, and when the atmosphere becomes 
cooler, quieter, calmer, that some of the best senti
ments of our poets have been expressed. Especially 
are maple trees connected with the melancholy bleat
ing of the deer. Few scenes have been sung so often 
as the voice of the stag in the autumnal woods. 

As to the historical influences, we are very likely a 
mixed race. We are often charged with being blind 
imitators-that the" Japanese are so apish they imi
tate anything;" and then, in corroboration of that 
statement. are various authors saying that one man 
took his bicycle to Japan and he broke a part of the 
bicycle and went to a Japanese store and had it 
mended. In three days he had his bicycle mended, but 
he had another; in three days the Japanese made au

other. very much like his own, so that he could not 
distinguish between the two; and stories of that kind 
circulate so much that from them you conclude though 
the Japanese must be very ingenious as imitators they 
have nothing original: and you will see in the course 
of my talk that we have borrowed a great deal and 
that we have not originated many things. I pride my
self on being imitative. I think all great nations have 
been imitators. I do not think the Romans originated 
anything. It is usually said that the Romans origin
ated law; but we know well enough that the funda
mental principles of law came from the stoic philoso
phy; and the navy with which Rome extended her 
realm-was that not imitated from Carthage? And so 
with Greece: from Phenicia and Egypt art and litera
ture-even philosophy-was brought; and so with the 
.Jews: they imitated the Babylonians; so I am not at 
all ashamed to be called an imitative people-a very 
imitative people. The only people I know who can 
claim to be original-the only people who have bor
rowed nothing from others-are the Chinese; and you 
know what is going on with them. 

Soml' scientific man has said there are two types of 
skull in our people, and another man found that there 
are two distinct types of physiognomy; while history 
hints there are at least two sources from which our an
cestors came. I need not go into the details; it is enough 
at present to say that we are a mixed race, and that 
in a large measure will show why we are ready to take 
what is good in other people-that we do not stick to our 
own things, that we are not as origin�1 or as conserva
tive as our neighbors, the Chinese. It is strange that, 
mixed as we are as a ral'e, our feelings and our senti· 
ments should in the course of time have become 
so uniform. That is a marked characteristic in 
Japanese sentiment and feeling, the love of country 
and loyalty to their ruler. 

Our religion (whose origin is unknown), the Shinto 
religion (which is original with the Japanese), is a very 
simple kind of religion, consisting in nature and ances
tor worship. It has no theology-nothing very pm
found: but it might interest the members of the Reli
gious Society of Friends, in particular, that the Shinto 

theology starts with a proposition which is very much 
like the Friends', namely, that there is an Inner Light. 
Some of the things written by the Shinto believers 
would sound very much like a page from some Quaker 
literature. One author speaks of the God of Heaven 
coming down and dwelling in man and thus becoming 
his Light within. That is vel;'Y Friendly. I can quote 
a number of passages like that. The practical effect 
of this teaching is that we pride ourselves in possess
ing in soml' degree this Inner Light that no other 
nation possesses. The ultra-patriotic writers in Japan 
used to say that in China there was Confucius, a very 
great teacher, in India there came Buddha to teach 
the people the right way: but to Japan heaven sent 
no prophet, and why? Because the Japanese are natur
ally good: they nel'd no prophet! They have each 
and all the Inner Light within, teaching them right 
from wrong. Here I might say that nothing impressed 
me so much as the doctrine of the Inner Light as up
held by l!'riends, which came most naturally to my 
mind. Other systems of theology are, of course, pro
found: they are too profound, especially the doctrine 
of original sin is too profound for me to grasp; but 
this doctrine of the Inner Light appears so natural; 
and that may be the reason I might say why Friends 
should have (I mean as an organization) special reli
gious interest in the progress of Japanese morals and 
in the march of Christianity in Japan. 

The Shinto religion, believing in this Inner Light
making every body a temple of God even while he is in 
the flesh-making every man a god the instant he 
leaves the fleshly tabernacll', develops naturally the 
ancestor worship. We believe in the spirit of the an
cestors still living and working among us : and I 
think we have good background for it. It is only by 
the dead that the race can continue. A French econo
mist, Cheysson, has calculated that if there are three 
generations in a century, and each one of us has only 
two parents (and I don't think there is any exception 
to it), then each one of us who is living now has the 
blood of 20,000,000 souls, 20,000,000 men and women, 
who lived in the year 1000 A.D. Is it any wonder then 
that the dead are still living within us, that we feel thl'ir 
thoughts, are moved by their feelings? Lafcadio 
Hearn, in his charming book, .. Glimpses of Familiar 
Japan," has enlarged upon the subject most beauti
fully. 

So in the Shinto shrine you see no image-no idol; 
only a mirror hanging in the midst of the temple; and 
the idea is that if you look at the mirror and see your 

THE SILVER EGG. 

own image reflected there, you see God, bel'ause God 
is nowhere but in you. Look into the m irror, look at 
yourself, there is God. It is a simple, very simple, 
teaching: and the architecture is also very simple. 
That was Shintoism, the original religion of Japan; 
then came from China the ethical teaching of Con
fucius and Mencius, teaching the five relations of man: 
man in his relation as master and servant; then sec
ond. in his relation as father, or parent, and child; 
third, in the relation as husband and wife; fourth. in 
the relation of brother and brother. younger and elder; 
fifth, in the relation of friend, of man as friend to 
friend; and the last named ends the five relations. 
Later on came Buddhism, from India, with its elabor
ate ceremonies. Buddhism itself, pure and simple, is a 
beautiful religion; especially Buddhism as represented 
by the sect called the Zen is a very interestmg and a 
splendid philosophy. 

I spoke of Feudalism and its moral ideas as still 
active among us. It began in the eleventh century, at 
the time of the Norman conquest in English history, 
and it continued up to thirty years ago, when it 
was abolished as an institution. But what moves 
Japan at present is still the chivalry, the ethical ideas 
of Feudalism, which is best typified by a castle and a 
moat on the other side of it. 

The wearing of swords was forbidden about twenty
five years ago, and the castles are now in most places 
razed to the ground, and so you see very few signs of 
Feudalism. 

So many people speak of the Japanese as being 
polite. Politeness is a legacy of chivalry. Unless 
you know what chivalry meant, you cannot explain 
why Japanese people should be polite. I have heard 
an American say, "They bow so low in Japan, they 
are so slavish." I said, "Well, I think your hand
shaking is more slavish;" and he asked, .. Why?" 
The only explanation I found as the reason for the be
gining of hand-shaking was in Spencer's "Sociology," 
where he says shaking hands came from kissing hands. 
When A and B met, A wanted to kiss B's hotnd and 
lifted it up, and B said, "Oh, no," and pulled down his 
hand and tried to lift A's hand up, and so the shaking 
of hands began. The shaking of hands is as much, 
perhaps more, slavish than to bow down. 

Our homes are bare: simplicity, as I said, has been 
our characteristic, in theology and in our thoughts. 
Our philosophers' ideas are very simple; our religious 
teachings are simple; and so are our homes. I have 
seen so many so-ealll'd Japanese apartments in this 
country, and I have seen 80 mallY Japanese things
bric-a-brac, fans and what not-in them; but in real 
Japanese homes you don't see them. The vases and 
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the little bric-a-brac are put there in the little closet, 
and there is visible only one little image for ornament, 
or one little flower vase and a picture; and the walls 
are bare. You do not see pictures covering the four 
walls. When people hear that the Japanese sleep on 
the floor, they think we just lie down on the hard, 
dirty floor to sleep. No; the floor is covered with mats, 
soft like your gymnasium mats. so they can squat 
down this way and not feel it. If we had to sit down 
this wax on a marble floor, of course, then you might 
call us • topsy-turvy;" and so the Japanese anatomy 
must be a little different. 

A brief forecast as to the future of our manners and 
morals. It has been predicted (and the predictions 
have bel'n corroborated by the events of the last half
century) that the moral system of feudal Japan. like 
its castles and its armories, will crumble into dust and 
that new ethics will rise to take its place; that the 
new I'lystem of morals will, like the phenix, rise to lift 
older Japan on her path of progress. I believe these 
predictions will be fulfilled; but it is necessary to re
member that the phenix never rises except from its 
own ashes, and that the moral salvation of Japan will 
come only from the Japanese. The kingdom of God is 
within you; it will not come rolling down the moun
tains, however lofty; nor will it come sailing across 
the oceans, however wide; but, at present, chivalry be
ing partly on the decline, new systems of morals are 
coming to take its place, and among them may be men
tioned utilitarianism and materialism. and then also 
Christianity. I am sure that just now and for some 
years to come, Christianity and materialism will divide 
their 8way and that lesser systems of morals (such as 
the feudal system of morals) will have to step aside; 
but the question is, On which side will chivalry enlist 
itself? Having no claim to defend, it can afford to dis
appear as an entity; but I am sure that it will never 
be entirely extinct. We speak of the stoics being dead, 
but when we say so, we mean that the stoic philosophy 
as a syst.em is no longer considered to be tenable; but 
wherever there is a great character who strives to 
erect himself above himself by his own exertions. there 
is the teaching of Zeno. But mark I so it will be with 
the old ethical system of Japan, amid the many 
changes that are going on: whatever good there is in 
Japanese character and in our manners and morals, 
that is due chiefly to the effect of the teaching of 
Bushido, of chivalry, of feudal ethics; and I bl'lieve 
that this influence will never die in Japan: Christi
anity will, I hope, and I believe, conquer the world; 
I believe that some day Christianity will be the pre
vailing religion of the Japanese; but, even then. the 
spirit of chivalry-of Bushid6-will never entirely die. 
Ages after, when its literature will have been for
gotten, and when even its very name is forgotten, its 
odors {I say odors, because chivalry is so often com
pared with the sweet-smelling cherry-blossoms)-its 
odors will come floating in the air. "as from some far
off unseen hill the wayside gaze beyond." Then, in the 
beautiful language of the Quaker poet, 

"'fhe traveler owns the grateful sense 
Of sweetness near-he knows not whence; 
And, pausing, takes, with forehead bare, 
The benediction of the air." 

And such a time is fast coming: things will change; 
and the spirit of the Japanese. as educated in the 
tenets of knighthood and chivalry, will never die; 
and without understanding that, you have no key 
to the solution of the morals or of the manners of the 
Japanese. 

THE SILVER EGG. 
A SILVER spoon held over a tallow-candle soon re

ceives a coating of black. If this same spoon with its 
coating of lamp-black be plunged into a vessel of watel-, 
a very curious thing will happen. The spoon will no 
longer appear black, but metallic. When it is removed 
from the water, however, we find, contrary to our sup
position. that the coating of lamp-black has not been 
washed away. The phenomenon can be readily ex
plained. The water cannot penetrate the layer of the 
black. therefore merely adapts itself to the shape of 
the spoon without coming in contact with the metal, 
and reflects light as perfectly as a mirror. 

The experiment in a modified form can also be per
formed in the following manner. An egg' is held over a 
candle or preferably a smoky petroleum-lamp until it 
is completely coated with lamp-blal'k. When placed 
in a vessel of water the egg will have a metallil' shl'en, 
and will appear to have been silvered over. When re
moved from the water, however, it immediately be
comes black again. 

DENTAL PASTES. 
CHERRY TOOTH PASTE. 

Chirified honey . . . . • . .  , _ . . . • . . .  225 grammes. 
Precipitated lime.. . . . .  • • ... . .., 225 .. 

Powdered orris root .... . ........ 225 " 

Rosewater .... " .. .............. 28 .. 

Clove oil, nutmeg oil and ger-
anium oil, each.. . • • • • • . • • . •  30 drops. 

A little sirup. 
The oils are well wOl'ked together with the orris-root 

powder, passed through a sieve and made into a paste 
of suitable consistency with the honey and finally the 
sirup. 

CHINESE TOOTH PASTE. 

Finely powdered pumice stone . •  

Starch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . • • 

Peppermint oiL ............... .. 
Carmine ..... ................. . . 

Mix and pass through a sieve. 
MOUTH SOAP. 

325 grammes. 
85 ,. 

40 drops. 
1 gramme. 

Finest white soap . . ... ....... , . •  225 grammes. 
Powdered lime ......... ....... ,. 225 .. 

Orris root . • . . . • . . . • . . .. ... 225 
White sugar ...... � ... ... I . " " ,  112 " 

Rose water . ... ... _ .  .. . . •  .. .. 112 .. 

Clove oil . •• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . • •  60 drops. 
Essence of peppermint...... ... 7 grallllnes. 

Dissolve the cut-up soap in water, add the rose water, 
grind the oils with the sugar, t.he orris root and the 
lime and mix thoroughly with the other ingredients.
Journal de la Parfumerie et Savonnerie Franc. 
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